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The NDWC held its reorganization meet-
ing on July 7 in Casselton and followed 
up the meeting with an update and plot 
tour from NDSU wheat breeders at the 
Agronomy Seed Farm.  This was the first 

official Commission meeting for newly 
elected board member Scott Huso.  The 
Commission officially approved the 
2021-22 budget in the amount of $5.19 
million, a slight decline from last year.  
Major program areas continue to be re-
search and export promotion.  Those two 
categories account for just over half of 
the budget.  Other major program areas 
include domestic promotion, domestic 
policy, and public information.

Philip Volk, District 4 Commissioner from 
York, ND, was elected Chairman of the 
Commission after serving two years as 
Vice Chairman.  Jim Pellman, District 3 
Commission from McClusky, ND, was 
elected as Vice Chairman.  Volk and 
Pellman will also represent the NDWC 
on the U.S. Wheat Associates Board of 
Directors.  Other committee and portfolio 
assignments were made at the meeting.  
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Commission Thanks Greg Svenningsen for 12 
Years of Service 

Dakota

At its June budget meeting, the North 
Dakota Wheat Commission board thanked 
Greg Svenningsen for his twelve years of 
service as a Commission board member.  
Svenningsen, of Valley City, was elected 
as the county representative for Barnes 
county in 2005 and was elected to the 
Commission board in 2009. He served the 
allowable three four-year terms.  

During his tenure on the board, Greg 
represented the Commission on the Northern Crops Council Board, the Wheat 
Foods Council and on the U.S. Wheat Associates (USW) Board.  He also served 
on various USW committees and on the North Dakota Ag Rail Council.  Greg 
generously offered his time to meet with numerous trade team delegations over 
the years and hosted many at his farm west of Valley City.  Over the twelve years 
he served, he met with hundreds of spring wheat and durum customers and took 
pride in promoting the state’s high-quality wheat and showing customers the pro-
ducers’ pride in growing the crop.

Neal Fisher, NDWC Administrator, says Greg’s dedication to his position was evi-
dent in everything he did.  “Greg never hesitated to volunteer to serve on various 
committees and did so with thoughtful consideration and had a good time doing 
it as well.  Others in the industry respected his input and opinions on important 
issues,” Fisher says.  “Greg also became well known among our customers and 
many knew him on a first names basis.  He served the wheat industry well and 
will be missed on our board,” Fisher adds.
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At the conclusion of the meeting, the Commission board and staff joined NDSU wheat 
breeders and their research teams at the Agronomy Seed Farm for research updates 

and plot tours. Francois Marais showed 
the Commission his hard red winter 
wheat variety plots, Dr. Andrew Green 
(spring wheat breeder) had students and 
technicians give updates on their current 
research and Dr. Elias Elias provided a 
tour of the durum wheat variety plots and 
had his team give a brief update.  A big 
thank you to all three breeding teams and 
to the Agronomy Seed Farm for hosting 
the Commission!
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Dakota

Greg says his twelve years on the Commission board represent a chapter in his life that 
he truly appreciated and will never forget.  “It was an amazing experience with a great 
organization.  Even as a county representative, we get to be involved in the process 
– helping change and make a difference in North Dakota agriculture,” he says.  “I met 
many great people along the way from other state wheat organizations and national 
organizations.  I truly enjoyed working with our very capable staff over the years,” Greg 
adds.  Greg also appreciated meeting so many customers over the years.  “Whenever 
we met with some of our customers, they were always so grateful to meet someone 
who was growing the wheat they were 
buying.  One thing I remember the 
most was presenting some of our Jap-
anese customers with wheat ties, they 
were so appreciative to have that piece 
of North Dakota to keep with them,” he 
says.  

Thank you, Greg, for your twelve years 
of service representing the wheat pro-
ducers of North Dakota!
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Philippines and Italy Remain the Top Buyers of U.S. 
HRS and Durum 

The 2020-21 market year for wheat ended on May 31 and the data shows that the 
Philippines remained the top buyer of HRS and Italy held its position as the number one 
customer of U.S. durum.  

Total HRS sales for the year reached 
275 million bushels, up about 20 million 
from the previous year.  The Philippines 
purchased a record 68 million bushels, 
surpassing last year’s total by about 5 
million bushels.  The country has been 
the top importer of HRS for the past 
8 years.  Japan remained the second 
largest buyer at 34 million bushels.  
Returning as a top market, China made 
purchases of just over 27 million bushels 
of spring wheat, a substantial increase 
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TOP IMPORTERS OF U.S. HARD RED SPRING 
WHEAT IN MARKETING YEAR 2020-21
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Availability of HRS will be Tighter in 2021 Wheat Market Review - July 21, 2021
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The significant drought conditions prevailing across the U.S. 
hard red spring wheat region are leading to a sharply lower 
crop size.  In addition, better than anticipated domestic and 
export demand for the 2020 crop has led to lower than expected 
carry-in inventories.  Supplies of U.S. HRS are tightening at the 
same time that there is a growing need for higher protein wheat 
in the U.S. domestic milling market, and production concerns are 
intensifying with the Canadian crop.  

Prices on the Minneapolis Grain Exchange have escalated in 
response to the potential for an appreciably smaller 2021 crop, 
reaching a high of $9.44 in the September futures contract, be-
fore falling due to profit taking.  Trends have been quite volatile, 
as buyers and traders seem to relax concerns about supplies 
when rains, or cooler temps emerge, but quickly shift sentiments 
when consecutive days of extreme heat and limited rainfall are 
recorded.  Producers are obviously quite bullish on the price 
outlook for hard red spring wheat, as they see the disappointing 
and uncertain prospects in their fields. Limited selling has taken 
place, especially for deferred positions. 

There is wide speculation on what the size of the crop is, with 
focus on two variables, yield and abandoned acres.   USDA’s ini-
tial estimate of the U.S. crop is 305 million bushels, down more 
than 40 percent from 530 million in 2020.  The July 12 USDA 
report estimated the yield at 30.7 bushels per acre, down from 
the record of 48.6 bushels per acre last year.  This would be the 
lowest yield since the 2002 drought yield of 29 bushels per acre.  
This year, estimated yields range from a low of 25 in both South 
Dakota and Montana, to 28 in North Dakota to a high of 40 in 
Minnesota.  The estimated yields were derived solely from pro-
ducer surveys. Will this be the lowest yield estimate of the year?  
Many analysts feel it might be, citing more frequent rain patterns 
benefiting later planted fields and many of the poorest fields be-
ing taken out of the harvested acres equation. Of course, recent 
hot temps are an added negative for production that needs to be 
considered.

In reality, the final yield estimate, or even future speculation on 
whether 30.7 bushels per acre is too high or too low, is likely less 
relevant than in most years.  This is due to the fact that “actual 
harvested” acres is the more important variable.  In it’s July 
report, USDA was still using a 96 percent harvested acre ratio, 
just slightly below the ten year average of 97 percent.  In 2020, 
98.4 percent of the acres were harvested.  There is no question 
that the final 2021 harvest acreage ratio will be well below the 
current 96 percent level.  Significant acres have already been 
abandoned, either as total crop loss, or for forage use for live-
stock, not just in North Dakota, but across Montana and South 
Dakota as well.  In some local regions, it is estimated that more 
than 1/3 of the planted acres will not be harvested.

USDA is not expected to have a final harvested acre estimate 
until the September 30 report or even later, after producers cer-
tify their acres and production.  This will leave some variability 
on expected crop size, even as harvest reports begin to come 
in.   The accompanying chart shown is the trend in U.S. spring 
wheat harvested acreage ratios going back to 1985, with the 
most significant drought years highlighted.  In 1988, more than 
20% of acres were not harvested, and in 2002 it was close to 15 

percent.  In 2006 
and 2017, rough-
ly 7% was not 
harvested.  Odds 
favor 2021 aban-
donment to be 
higher than both 
2017 and 2006 
levels due to the 
regional size of 
the drought and 
level of intensity, 
but the question 
remains if it will reach the level of 2002 or 1988.   

The accompanying table illustrates USDA’s supply and demand 
projection for the 2021 marketing year.  Supplies are currently 
projected to fall by nearly 30 percent from last year.  While higher 
production estimates cannot be ruled out in upcoming reports, 
lower import projections are also likely, as the current projection 
for imports to be up nearly 50% seems suspect, given the wors-
ening drought in Canada.  

 On the demand side, reduc-
tions in both exports and 
domestic use are anticipated 
as the widening price premi-
um for hard red spring wheat, 
versus other classes of wheat 
rations demand among some 
customers. The domestic 
use reduction of 23%, or 67 
million bushels, is largely all 
due to less feed use.  In 2020, 
a record level of HRS was fed, 
60 million bushels, but only 5 
is projected this year.  Food 
use was 263 million bushels, 
and that is projected to fall to 
250 million bushels.  Domes-
tic mills will try to use as much HRW as possible this year, but 
will be constrained on the level of HRS they can remove from 
the milling grist due to the lower protein average in much of the 
HRW crop, and pockets of other quality issues.

As for exports, the current projection of a 23% decline certainly 
seems plausible, as world values for wheat remain $2.50 to $3 
per bushel below high protein HRS wheat, currently.  That may 
narrow as HRS harvest begins and lower priced wheat sees 
better demand, but the real variable that will determine final 
exports for HRS is the outcome of the Canadian crop.  In USDA’s 
July projections, it was still using Canadian crop prospects as of 
late June.  Current production prospects for the Canadian spring 
wheat crop may be 150 to 200 million bushels less than that, 
according to many analysts.  This will lower their export compet-
itiveness, as domestic feed use of wheat also remains strong in 
Canada.  Countries that demand high protein wheat, along with 
intrinsic quality factors, will simply have to rely on the U.S. or Ca-
nadian smaller crops to meet their needs, albeit at higher prices.  

U.S. HARD RED SPRING WHEAT 
SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
Million Bushels | June-May

20-21 21-22 % Chg.

Beg. Stocks 280 235 -16%

Production 530 305 -42%

Imports 47 70 +49%

Total Supply 857 610 -29%

Domestic Use 338 271 -20%

Exports 284 220 -23%

Total Use 622 491 -21%

End Stocks 235 119 -49%

S/U Ratio 38% 24%

Source: USDA July 2021
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U.S. DURUM PRODUCTION
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U.S. DURUM SUPPLY AND    
DEMAND 

Million Bushels | June-May
20-21 21-22 % Chg.

Beg. Stocks 42 28 -33%

Production 69 37 -46%

Imports 37 60 +62%

Total Supply 148 125 -16%

Domestic Use 92 90 -2%

Exports 28 15 -46%

Total Use 120 105 -13%

End Stocks 28 20 -29%

S/U Ratio 23% 19%

Source: USDA July 2021

There is no question that future price trends for U.S. HRS should 
remain well 
supported 
by the lower 
than expected 
crop size in 
both the U.S. 
and Canada, 
and demand 
needs from 
traditional 
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Price trends for U.S. durum have been largely tranquil for much 
of the year, although firmer than recent years.  Somewhat 
isolated from the sharp rallies in corn and spring wheat prices, 
both up $3 per bushel from the start of 2021, buyers of durum 
have had a more comfortable first six months of the calendar 
year, with producer bids only gaining about $2 per bushel.  That 
quickly changed with USDA’s July production estimate, which co-
incided with extreme heat across parts of Montana and Canada 
and deteriorating crop conditions.  Nearly $3 per bushel was 
added to durum bids since the first of July, taking producer bids 
in some locations to more than $11 per bushel.

Trade volume has been limited at these values, as buyers 
question the drastic change in crop outlook since late June, and 
producers are not aggressive sellers, either due to crop uncer-
tainty or optimism about future price gains.  Time will tell who 
is right.  Most U.S. end-users are reportedly covered through the 
end of 2021 for their needs, and producers are not in immediate 
need to sell.  A challenging position for elevators, millers and 
exporters, as they try to determine what the value and availability 
of durum will be in more deferred positions. 

What changed so quickly with crop prospects?  For much of the 
growing season durum regions in North Dakota and Montana, as 
well as Canada have been favored with more frequent rain than 
spring wheat areas.  In addition, much of the crop was planted 
later.  Since early July, extreme heat, limited rainfall and even 
intense grasshopper populations have begun to take a toll on 
the Montana and Canadian crops.  North Dakota durum regions 
have held better, but have also seen a decline in crop conditions.

USDA’s July production estimate pegged the U.S. crop at 37 mil-
lion bushels, down nearly 50% from a year ago, and the smallest 
crop in 50 years.  The average U.S. yield is estimated at 25.6 
bushels per acre, just shy of the 2017 yield of 26 and the lowest 
since the 1988 drought.  North Dakota and Montana yields are 

both estimated 
at 22 bushels 
per acre.  Many 
end-users and 
analysts did not 
anticipate the ini-
tial yield estimate 
being so low.
The accompany-
ing supply and 
demand table il-

lustrates USDA’s first projections for the year.  Certainly the low-
er beginning inventories and production estimates compared to 
a year ago dramatically tighten 
supplies, but they are offset to a 
greater than expected degree by 
a significant increase in imports.  
The current import projection of 
60 million bushels would be a 
record high, but is highly sus-
pect, given the Canadian crop 
situation since early July.

On the demand side, the U.S. will 
be challenged to export to more 
price sensitive markets in the 
coming year, with more compet-
itive offers from the EU and even 
Mexico.  Quality buyers will pur-
sue needs from Canada and the 
U.S., depending on the direction 
of prices over the next few months.  USDA’s initial export fore-
cast of 15 million bushels would be a record low.  The outcome 
of the Canadian crop will have an impact on this going forward, 
with further declines in the Canadian crop likely opening up the 
door for improved U.S. durum exports, although certainly well 
below recent years.

Domestic demand is anticipated to remain robust, with just a 
2% decline.  Pasta consumption remains strong, although down 
from late 2020 and early 2021 as COVID restrictions eased.  
Higher pasta prices could curtail demand in subsequent projec-
tions, but it is a positive to see only marginal declines projected 
in the initial report.

Ending stocks of durum could fall to 20 million bushels by June 
of 2022, compared to 28 million this past June.  It would be the 
lowest level since the record low of 8 million bushels in June 
2008 when prices escalated in a similar fashion.  The marketing 
year still has a lot of value discovery to do, given that the crop is 
still a few weeks from harvest, and some stabilization and even 
improvement in crop conditions in parts of the North American 
region are still possible.  Price perspective and volatility have 
certainly changed in a short period however, and until the out-
come of production and quality in the 2021 crop is more certain, 
volatility and uncertainty is likely to remain.

customers who have no pure substitute options.  Tight ending 
stocks projections of just 119 million bushels by June of 2022, 
or one-half of what they were this past June is also supportive of 
prices.  Tempering factors on further price appreciation are the 
very wide spreads to other classes of wheat, comfortable world 
wheat stocks and a certain level of expected demand rationing 
among recent buyers.  Harvest reports will be closely watched in 
the coming weeks, to determine if perception of production loss 
meets reality, and if the drought also impacts quality parame-
ters, such as test weights.  

availability con’t from pg 3

U.S. Durum Production Shocks Market 
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2021 North Dakota Variety Survey 
North Dakota producers made some subtle shifts in wheat variety choices in 2021, although shifts seemed less than in more recent 
years, likely due to the more prominent role variables such as extreme moisture shortages and strong commodity prices among 
many crops played in producer planting decisions this spring.  

The top ten hard red spring wheat varieties and their share of acres are listed on 
the accompanying chart.  SY Ingmar and SY Valda, both releases from Syn-
genta/AgriPro, held onto the top two positions with a 13 and 9.5 percent share 
of acres, respectively.  Both varieties are down in acreage share from previous 
years. SY Ingmar is popular in the northwest quarter of the state and north and 
south-central parts, and is rated good for milling and baking quality.  SY Valda is 
most popular from the central down into the southeast part of the state and is 
rated average for milling and baking quality.  

WB 9590 has been the third most popular variety for two straight years, gain-
ing in it’s share of acres in 2021, 7.5 percent, up from 6.1 percent.  A variety 
released by WestBred, it is most popular in the northeast and east central parts 

of the state, and is rated as average for milling and baking quality.  AP Murdock, a 2019 release from Syngenta/AgriPro, made the 
sharpest year-to-year gains of any variety, increasing from 0.4 percent in 2020 to 4.7 percent this year.  It is most popular across 
eastern areas of the state, and is rated good for milling and baking qualities.

Glenn, an NDSU variety, continues to show resilience against newer variety releases, gaining in its share of acres the past two years.  
It holds a 4.4 percent share in 2021, up from 3.6 percent last year.  Glenn is the leading variety in the southwest part of the state, 
and is also popular in other western districts in the state.  It has excellent milling and baking qualities, and is still used as the “check” 
variety for quality in many breeding programs.

Similar to 2020, a very tight spread in acreage share exists between the top fifteen varieties, ranging from 2.1 to 4.2 percent.  In 2021, 
varieties that advanced into the top ten included AP Murdock, ND Vitpro and CP 3530, with SY Soren, Elgin-ND and WB 9479 falling 
out of the top ten.

The top durum varieties in 2021 include Joppa, ND Riveland, Divide, and Alkabo.  These four account for nearly two-thirds of the 
acres planted to durum in North Dakota.  All are releases from the NDSU breeding 
program.  Joppa has been the top variety in the state for five straight years, but 
saw it’s share decline slightly in 2021 to 26.5 percent, compared to roughly 30 
percent the last two years. 

ND Riveland had the most significant year to year gains of any variety, increasing 
to a 22.6 percent acreage share, up from 11 percent in 2020, and just 2.4 percent 
in 2019.  A variety with low cadmium uptake genes, to meet European customer 
demands, it also touts very good pasta quality.

Divide, a longtime popular durum variety and multiple year top variety, holds a 10 
percent share of acres in 2021, down from 20 percent a year ago.   Alkabo held 
steady in acreage share at 6 percent.  ND Grano, another low Cadmium uptake 
variety, had a fourth straight year of acreage gains.

Winter wheat planting has been minimal in the state the past few years, but based on the responses received, SY Wolf and Jerry 
represent the top two, with 26.6 and 12 percent acreage shares, respectively.  SY Wolf increased in share from 2020, while Jerry had 
a slight decline.

The North Dakota wheat variety survey is sponsored each year by the NDWC, the ND Ag Experiment Station and the ND State Seed 
Department.  It is conducted by the North Dakota Field Office of the National Ag Statistics Service.  It provides valuable information 
to producers, wheat breeders, customers, seed growers and the broader wheat industry.  In 2021, the results are based on 1,199 
positive reports from producers, which is down from recent years.  The Commission appreciates those producers who took the time 
to complete the survey and encourages other producers to complete the survey, if mailed to them in the future.

Copies of the 2021 ND Wheat Variety Survey can be downloaded from the NDWC website at www.ndwheat.com. 

varieties con’t on pg 6

13.2

9.5

7.5

4.7

4.4

4.2

3.3

3.0

2.9

2.7

SY Ingmar

SY Valda

WB 9590

AP Murdock

Glenn

Faller

Shelly

Bolles

ND Vitpro

CP 3530

0.0 3.0 6.0 9.0 12.0 15.0 18.0

Percent

TOP HRS VARIETIES PLANTED IN NORTH DAKOTA

Source: USDA NASS July 2021

26.5

22.6

9.7

6.1

5.3

4.9

3.5

Joppa

ND Riveland

Divide

Alkabo

VT Peak

Carpio

ND Grano

0.0 5.0 10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0

Percent

TOP DURUM VARIETIES PLANTED IN NORTH DAKOTA

Source: USDA NASS July 2021

Credit: The April Dakota Gold story “Wheat Disease Situation in 2021”, with a baseball twist 
was written and submitted by Dr. Andrew Friskop, NDSU Extension Plant Pathologist.



Dakota 2401 46th Avenue Suite 104
 Mandan, ND 58554-4829

 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

VOLUME 38 |  NUMBER 1 |JULY 2021

buyers con’t from pg 2

over the last two years when trade disputes kept their U.S. HRS demand at a minimum.  This is the second largest import amount 
for China in the last 10 years and puts them as the third largest customer of U.S. HRS in 2020-21.  Taiwan remains a consistent cus-
tomer of HRS and they purchased 23.5 million bushels.  New this year to the top five was Mexico where sales nearly doubled from 
a year ago to reach 16 million bushels.  Rounding out the top ten markets were Korea, Thailand, Vietnam, Bangladesh and Italy.  The 
Asian region remains the largest export destination for U.S. HRS, accounting for just under 80 percent of total sales and the Latin 
and South American region picks up another 16 percent of total market share.

Durum exports for 2020-21 were just over 25 million bushels, a decline from last year’s 
higher than average amount of 34 million.  Italy remains the top international destination 
for U.S. durum, accounting for two-thirds of all sales.  Total sales to the country were 
just under 17 million bushels, a six million bushel decline from the previous year when 
Italy increased their imports due to two years of smaller domestic production.  Italy is 
consistently the top buyer of durum, and only occasionally loses the top spot to Algeria.  
The North African region accounts for 15 percent of durum exports, with Algeria being 
the largest buyer in the region with just over 3 million bushels.  Other European countries 
including Belgium, Portugal and Spain are often top ten markets and the EU countries (ex-
cluding Italy) make up 12 percent of export demand.  The remaining demand comes from 
Western hemisphere countries including Guatemala, Panama and Venezuela.   

TOP IMPORTERS OF U.S. DURUM IN 
MARKETING YEAR 2020-21
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