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2008-2009, Another Good Year for 
Wheat Producers

North Dakota wheat producers scored another good 

crop with comparatively strong prices in 2008-09. The 

actual total wheat crop output in 2008 was the second 

largest in a decade, at 311 million bushels. Perhaps 

more noteworthy is that prices remained historically 

strong in 2008-09 for much of the season with average 

prices estimated at $7.31 for hard red spring wheat 

and $9.26 for durum. A year earlier, season average 

prices were estimated by USDA at $7.16 and $9.92, 

respectively.

From a marketability standpoint, quality factors were 

also highly rated with good test weights and vitreous 

kernel counts, low dockage and an average regional 

spring wheat protein level of 14.3 percent. Average 

gross revenues generated per acre were estimated at 

$266 per acre, second only to 2007’s $278. Offsetting 

these mostly positive features of 2008-09 was the steep 

escalation in production costs. Dramatic increases 

in the price of fuel, fertilizer, and most other inputs 

sharply increased breakeven levels for the 2008-09 

season. Some areas of the state were also either too 

dry or too wet, creating production problems that 

did not allow all producers to participate in what will 

otherwise be noted as one of the better seasons on 

record.

Wheat producers can take pride in knowing that 

wheat continues to be one of the largest economic 

contributors to the North Dakota economy, agricultural 

or otherwise, accounting for nearly one third of all 

farm and ranch marketings. The direct cash value 

of the 2008 North Dakota wheat and durum crop is 

more than $2.2 billion, which generates an additional 

estimated $4.5 billion in commercial activity for a total 

positive economic impact of $6.7 billion in the state 

economy. Even more impressive is the fact that North 

Dakota’s increasingly diverse agriculture industry in total 

contributed more than $25 billion in economic activity 

in North Dakota in 2007 and again in 2008.

State and Federal general fund support coupled with 

commodity group commitments to agricultural research 

and resulting breakthroughs in wheat research have 

contributed immensely to improving the economic 

situation and outlook in North Dakota. As one of a 

handful of states with a positive economic situation, it 

is important that re-investment in research capabilities 

at North Dakota State University (NDSU), its research 

and extension centers (RECs), and elsewhere continue. 

Wise investments in research scientists, infrastructure, 

and equipment, past, present, and future, will help 

ensure that North Dakota producers are equipped 

with the new technologies, genetics, and management 

practices that will allow them to continue to do their 

part in this exciting and highly productive scenario.

You will notice in the financial section of this report 

that the Wheat Commission has listened to producers, 

research teams, the State Board of Agricultural Research 

(SBARE) and other wheat industry stakeholders in an 

effort to address some of the research needs and 

opportunities currently facing wheat producers and the 

broader wheat industry. As a result the Commission has 

re-prioritized its core-program areas, placing additional 

emphasis on research issues and programs, along with 

the traditional commitments to market development, 

domestic promotion, domestic and trade policy, 

and communications and producer outreach. In its 

current and upcoming budgets, the Wheat Commission 

Source: ND Agricultural Statistics Service • *09 Prelim
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will commit a larger portion of your 1.5 cent per 

bushel checkoff investment towards research and 

development of solutions to current and future wheat 

industry challenges.

Further enhancing this effort, North Dakota State 

University will soon have access to greatly expanded 

agricultural research capabilities made possible by 

the addition of a state of the art greenhouse complex. 

North Dakota taxpayers have a sizeable investment 

in this top-notch facility through the general fund 

investment of the North Dakota legislature. Producers 

have also invested checkoff funds through the North 

Dakota Wheat Commission along with most of the 

prominent agricultural commodity organizations.

The Wheat Commission celebrated its 50th Anniversary 

at the close of the 2008-09 fiscal year. On July 8, 2009, 

past and present commissioners, agricultural and 

government officials, friends, and stakeholders noted 

the Commission’s fifty years of programs, progress, 

and dedicated service to wheat producers. The North 

Dakota Wheat Commission was created by an act of the 

North Dakota Legislative Assembly in 1959.

The Wheat Commission will continue to build on its 

distinguished record, remaining focused on improving 

its programs and services for the benefit of dedicated 

producers who make these efforts possible through 

their checkoff support and guidance.

Sincerely,

Harlan Klein, Chair

Neal Fisher, Administrator

BACK ROW:
Chairman Harlan Klein, Greg 

Svenningsen, Bruce Freitag and David 
Clough

FRONT FOW:
Vice-chairman Fran Leiphon, Louis 

Kuster and Brian O’Toole

Administrator Neal Fisher visits with early NDWC 
board member Herman Schmitz at the 50th 
anniversary celebration.
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Market Year in Review

SIGNIFICANT WORLD 

PRODUCTION RESPONSE IN 2008

The 2008 world wheat crop posted 

a record production of 25 billion 

bushels, up 12 percent from 2007. 

A substantial increase in wheat 

plantings on the heels of record 

prices in the 2007 marketing year 

and above-average yields in nearly 

all of the major producing countries 

drove world production sharply 

higher.

World wheat use and trade also 

reached record highs of 23.5 

billion and 5.2 billion bushels, 

respectively. Depleted inventories 

in many markets and lower world 

wheat prices stirred more robust 

demand. Food use marked further 

gains but the greatest percentage 

increase came in feed and 

industrial use due to historically 

strong corn prices.

Record demand helped to temper 

stocks re-building, but carryover 

supplies by June of 2009 increased 

by nearly 50 percent to 6 billion 

bushels, the highest since 2002. 

Stocks had declined in six of the 

previous seven years when usage 

exceeded production.

The Former Soviet Union emerged 

as the largest collective world 

wheat export origin and quickly set 

the base price level for all other 

major exporters. Inherent quality 

deficiencies in the FSU crop limited 

the ability of Russian, Ukrainian 

and Kazakh wheat to penetrate 

premium quality markets in Asia, 

Europe and Central America but 

hefty gains were prevalent in many 

other markets.

U.S. WHEAT

Overall wheat production in the 

U.S. reached 2.5 billion bushels, up 

from 2.1 billion in 2007. All classes 

of wheat had higher production 

due to increased plantings and 

good growing conditions which 

pushed average yields to a record 

of 44.9 bushels per acre.

Domestic demand for wheat 

increased in 2008 with increased 

feed use of winter wheat due to 

a competitive price situation with 

corn. Feed use reached 258 million 

bushels compared to 16 million in 

2007. Food use of wheat declined 

slightly from 948 million bushels to 

927 million, in part due to higher 

mill extractions associated with 

the 2008 crop (more pounds of 

flour per bushel of wheat) and 

continued demand rationing from 

the record high flour prices of the 

previous year.

Export demand declined by nearly 

25 percent due to the extreme 

price competition in the world 

market. Total exports were 1 billion 

bushels in 2008 compared to 1.26 

billion in 2007, and 1.1 billion for 

a five-year average. All classes 

of U.S. wheat faced declines as 

increased Former Soviet Union 

and EU supplies provided tough 

competition with U.S. winter 

wheat classes in African and 

Middle Eastern markets, and larger 

Canadian and Australian supplies 

competed aggressively with hard 

red spring and white wheat classes 

in Asia.

U.S. wheat ending stocks more than 

doubled by year’s end, increasing 

from a historical low of 306 million 

bushels to 657 million. In notable 

contrast to the world price trend, 

U.S. average farm-level prices for 

the year averaged a record high 

$6.78 per bushel, up from the 

previous record of $6.48 in 2007. 

U.S. producers were able to take 

advantage of forward pricing 

opportunities during stronger price 

periods and in many instances 

make sales prior to the sharp 

decline in world prices.

HARD RED SPRING WHEAT

Hard red spring production totaled 

512 million bushels, up nearly 15 

percent from 450 million bushels 

in 2007 and the largest crop since 

2004. A sharp increase in planted 

acres and excellent yields in the 

eastern half of the region drove the 

increased production, offsetting 

drought reduced production in the 

western part of the spring wheat 

region. The crop was characterized 

by excellent grade quality and 

an average protein level of 14.3 

percent.

Demand for the 2008 crop was 

paced by higher domestic use 

of 273 million bushels, up from 

242 million in 2007 and the 

highest level in seven years. Good 

WORLD WHEAT PRODUCTION AND USE

PRODUCTION USESource: USDA
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milling quality and a competitive 

price relationship with hard red 

winter wheat supported stronger 

domestic demand, boosting 

domestic use above export 

demand for the first time in seven 

years.

Export demand dipped to 210 

million bushels, well below the 

very strong 305 million bushel 

export performance in 2007. Export 

sales opportunities were hampered 

by limited U.S. hard red spring 

wheat supplies in the summer of 

2008 which left prices for U.S. HRS 

well above the prevailing price 

on Canadian wheat, our primary 

competitor in premium quality 

wheat markets. The U.S. dollar also 

gained strength as the marketing 

year progressed limiting the 

competitive advantage from falling 

U.S. export values.

Year-end stocks doubled to 168 

million bushels, compared to a 

record low 68 million bushels in 

June 2008. Despite the added 

pressure to prices from the larger 

inventories, average producer 

prices still achieved a record 

high of $7.31 per bushel, up from 

the previous record of $7.16 set 

in 2007, as a high percentage 

of producers were able to take 

advantage of stronger early season 

price opportunities.

LARGER WORLD DURUM CROP

World durum production was up 

10 percent in 2008 to 1.41 billion 

bushels, and just short of the 

record crop of 1.49 billion in 2004. 

Significant increases in Canada and 

the EU accounted for nearly all of 

the global increase, up 50 and 20 

percent, respectively. The only 

notable country to experience a 

production decline was Algeria 

where a 50 percent smaller crop 

was harvested.

 World trade in durum remained 

similar to 2007 at 270 million 

bushels, slightly behind the five-

year average. The dynamics of 

world durum shifted significantly 

with the EU switching from a major 

importer to a notable exporter as 

they doubled their exports from the 

previous year.

U.S. DURUM

Durum production in the U.S. 

increased to 85 million bushels, up 

16 percent from 2007. A doubling 

of durum acres in the Desert Durum 

region of California and Arizona 

was solely responsible for the 

higher production, since drought 

limited production in North Dakota 

and Montana despite increased 

planted area. Desert Durum 

accounted for a record 35 percent 

share of the U.S. durum crop.

Demand for U.S. durum totaled 

105 million bushels, down 15 

percent from the very strong 126 

million bushels reached in 2007. 

Domestic use remained steady at 

81 million bushels, but exports fell 

sharply to only 24 million bushels, 

the lowest since 1988. Very strong 

pasta sales in the U.S. continued to 

support domestic mill demand, but 

historically wide price premiums 

of durum to non-durum wheat 

provided incentive for some pasta 

manufacturers to blend with hard 

red spring wheat, tempering overall 

durum use.

Exports were constrained by the 

nearly nil availability of U.S. durum 

in the spring and summer of 2008. 

U.S. export sales remained at a 

standstill well into the marketing 

year, ramping up when harvest 

increased availability. By that 

time, the larger EU and Canadian 

crops were well positioned to 

compete for world marketing 

opportunities, especially against a 

then strengthening U.S. dollar.

Ending stocks of U.S. durum grew 

to 25 million bushels by June 

of 2009, up threefold from the 

extreme low of 8 million bushels 

on-hand in June 2008, but similar 

to the five-year average. The 

tighter durum supply situation 

in early 2008 supported average 

U.S. producer prices at $9.26 per 

bushel, down only slightly from 

$9.92 in 2007.

Source: USDASource: USDA

U.S. HARD RED SPRING DEMAND
U.S. DURUM DEMAND
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Export Development 
Eff orts
Exports of U.S. hard red spring 

wheat totaled 210 million bushels 

in 2008-09, down from the 

previous year and the five year 

average. Higher than average 

prices and scarce supplies the 

first few months of the crop year 

limited early marketing year sales. 

Record world production in 

2008-09 lessened import demand 

worldwide as supplies were 

plentiful.

Asia was once again the largest 

region for U.S. HRS exports, 

accounting for nearly two-thirds of 

total exports, a higher than normal 

share. Japan continued its reign 

as the number one HRS buyer, 

purchasing 55.5 million bushels 

of HRS. The Japan market alone 

accounted for nearly 27 percent of 

all U.S. HRS exports, reinforcing the 

value of this market to North Dakota 

producers. The Philippines was the 

second largest buyer, followed by 

Taiwan and Korea.

The Central and South American 

region remained the number two 

destination for HRS exports, due 

in part to large purchases from 

Mexico and Venezuela. Both 

countries are top ten markets for 

U.S. HRS and other countries such 

as the Dominican Republic, Costa 

Rica and Columbia continue to see 

increased demand.

The European market accounted 

for about 10 percent of total U.S. 

HRS exports. Spain was the largest 

buyer in that region and the fifth 

largest HRS market in 2008-09 with 

just under 10 million bushels sold 

to that country. Italy, Portugal, 

United Kingdom and Belgium were 

also customers of U.S. HRS.

The Africa and Middle East 

region remains the smallest U.S. 

HRS market; however, interest is 

growing in that region of the world 

as buyers come to realize the value 

of incorporating higher quality 

wheat into their blends. Turkey 

and Nigeria were the two largest 

buyers in that region for 2008-09. 

Export potential is picking up in 

the early part of the 2009-10 crop 

year and total sales are nearly three 

times higher than last year due to 

more competitive prices and good 

quality.

Durum exports for the 2008-09 

crop year were 24 million bushels. 

Export levels fell below average 

due to historically low supply levels 

at the beginning of the marketing 

year and price levels that were 

still historically high. The higher 

than normal prices encouraged 

durum planting and production 

was up in 2008, especially in the 

major exporting regions of the U.S., 

Canada and Europe. The increased 

production led to smaller demand 

in some importing countries.

Exports to the European region 

were down due to a larger, better 

quality domestic crop, however, 

the region still accounted for over 

half of all U.S. durum exports in 
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2008-09. Italy remained the top 

market for U.S. durum, importing 

just over 10 million bushels and 

Portugal was also a top ten market.

The African and Middle East region 

accounted for over five million 

bushels of U.S. durum, with Nigeria 

and Algeria being the second and 

third largest buyers respectively. 

Exports were down in this region 

as the high prices caused some 

buyers to cut back on purchases 

or make substitutions with other 

classes of wheat. Several Central 

and South American countries 

made the top ten market list for 

U.S. durum, including Venezuela, 

Costa Rica, Panama, Columbia and 

Mexico.

U.S. durum exports have picked 

up in the first half of the 2009-10 

marketing year, with total exports 

and sales at the end of December 

at 32.5 million bushels, more than 

double the amount one year ago. A 

decline in prices and good quality 

has pushed up demand for durum, 

especially in the North African 

region.

Maintaining contact with our 

customers is vital to future wheat 

sales, especially as the world wheat 

stage becomes more competitive. 

The NDWC hosted trade teams from 

South Africa, Taiwan, Spain and 

Japan and met with buyers at crop 

quality seminars and conferences in 

all of our major market regions.

Domestic Policy Partners
The North Dakota State Legislature allocated two mills of wheat check-off 

to domestic policy efforts through local grower organizations in 2005. The 

North Dakota Wheat Commission directed $571,895 to the North Dakota Grain 

Growers Association and U.S. Durum Growers Association to aid their work in 

addressing domestic policy issues.

The North Dakota Grain Growers Association works to educate officials on 

farm policy issues impacting North Dakota farmers. Their efforts include 

lobbying for the farm bill, crop insurance and disaster aid, and working in 

partnership with other agencies on key issues such as transportation and 

chemical harmonization.

The U.S. Durum Growers Association works to make sure durum growers 

concerns are represented by decision makers locally and in Washington, D.C. 

Their lobbying efforts include disaster assistance, crop insurance, chemical 

harmonization and the sometimes unique needs of the durum industry. 

USDGA was successful in obtaining authority and funding for the Durum 

Quality Preservation Act included in the new farm bill.

For membership information:
Dan Wogsland, Executive Director

Byron Richard, President
Phone: 701-222-2216

www.ndgga.com

Domestic Policy Development activities 
include: chemical harmonization, disaster 
assistance, farm bill, crop insurance, etc.

For membership information:
Dawn Watson, Executive Director

Larry Neubauer, President
Phone: 701-214-3203

www.durumgrowers.com

Domestic Policy Development includes: 
farm bill, crop insurance, durum quality 

preservation act, etc.

NDGGA CHECKOFF BUDGET FOR 2009-10
$388,080

NDGGA CHECKOFF ALLOCATION FOR 2008-09
$468,954

Affiliation Dues
45%

Programming
21%

Administration 
17%

Promotion
17%

USDGA CHECKOFF BUDGET FOR 2009-10
$125,920

USDGA CHECKOFF ALLOCATION FOR 2008-09
$102,941

Domestic Policy
Development

51%

Administration 
22%

Producers
Outreach

25%

Nat’l Pasta
Assoc. Dues 2%
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Research and 
Customer Service
Wheat research is a growing 

priority of the North Dakota Wheat 

Commission. More than $2 million 

has been invested over the past 

five-years and another three-

quarter million is committed in 

the current year, representing 

nearly 30 percent of the budget. 

The increased funding addresses 

critical needs for producers and 

meets the commitment made to 

North Dakota wheat producers 

and the Legislative Assembly to 

use a greater portion of the wheat 

check-off to supplement state and 

federal funds in the wheat research 

arena. Investment in wheat research 

not only brings significant direct 

benefits to producers but valuable 

economic benefit to the state 

as well with a 3 to 1 return over 

producer cash receipts.

Wheat breeding and end-use 

quality assurance programs, largely 

conducted at NDSU, receive the 

greatest emphasis. Recent efforts 

have focused on increasing 

basic operating funds, funding 

for technicians, purchasing new 

equipment, and enhancing the 

development of exotic and elite 

germplasm lines. This enables 

wheat breeders to more quickly 

develop and evaluate promising 

lines with unique disease and pest 

resistance.

NDSU wheat breeding programs 

have released a number of 

excellent hard red spring and 

durum varieties in recent years. 

Glenn and Faller have proven 

popular with producers, 

accounting for 40 percent of the 

hard red spring acres in 2009. 

Released in 2005, Divide is now 

the state’s leading durum variety, 

and 90 percent of the durum acres 

in Montana and North Dakota 

in 2009 were planted to NDSU 

varieties. Both Glenn and Divide 

are also highly ranked by domestic 

and international buyers for their 

end-use performance, adding to 

the overall benefit they bring to 

producers. Breeding programs 

focus on hard red spring and 

durum primarily, but funds are also 

provided to work on hard white 

spring wheat and red varieties with 

special attributes such as sawfly 

resistance. Some specialty wheat 

releases are already in commercial 

production and others show 

promise for release in the near 

future.

Extensive investment in end-

use quality testing has enabled 

North Dakota wheat to build a 

strong reputation for quality in 

U.S. and international markets. It 

is imperative that we continue 

to focus on developing varieties 

that have yield and agronomic 

performance for producers, as 

well as inherent quality traits that 

provide an advantage in the market 

place. Check-off funds are used 

to bolster operating funds and 

support personnel to evaluate the 

quality on thousands of lines in 

the breeding program annually, 

perform timely research important 

to producers and customers alike 

and conduct the annual regional 

crop quality survey. The annual 

survey is the principal marketing 

tool used by U.S. Wheat Associates 

to showcase our comparative 

quality advantages each crop year.

Recently, check-off dollars have 

provided significant investment 

for large scale building and 

equipment projects. The NDSU 

Greenhouse project was targeted 

for $250,000, the NDSU quality 

analysis unit received $50,000 for a 

new Buhler laboratory mill, and in 

2008 and 2009 a total of $150,000 

was invested to reconfigure the 

durum mill at the Northern Crops 

Institute. The mill’s reconfiguration 

will expand its capabilities to mill 

both durum and bread wheat. 

Surrounding states also provided 

significant check-off and general 

fund investment in this effort.

New projects that are receiving 

funding to address emerging 

production issues include nitrogen 

recalibration, sawfly research 

and screening of durum lines for 

low cadmium uptake. Successful 
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outcomes of these efforts will 

provide producers with new tools 

to cut production costs, overcome 

a significant pest problem and meet 

the higher quality specifications of 

domestic and global customers. 

Other new projects include research 

on developing marketing strategies 

for the expanding production of hard 

red winter wheat in the state, and 

assessing the comparative values of 

exciting new biotech traits.  Results 

from this study will help prioritize 

the benefit of potential biotech 

traits, such as pest resistance, 

stress tolerance, nutrient utilization 

efficiency or other traits for North 

Dakota producers.

Research will continue to be a 

high priority for the North Dakota 

Wheat Commission. Gains made in 

improved efficiency and profitability 

provide immediate, direct benefits 

to producers and help build the 

competitive foundation to maintain 

wheat as a profitable crop in North 

Dakota.

NDSU Experiment Station Director Dr. Ken Grafton 
visits with NDWC county representatives in the new 

greenhouse facility.

 Actual Budget
 2008-09 2009-10

End Use Quality $191,462 $219,650

Alveograph $0 $7,150

Durum Color Study $7,500 $10,000

Durum Quality Research Support $15,000 $15,000

Effect of Fusarium Head Blight on HRS Quality $15,000 $20,000

Foss Intra Tech 1241 (equipment) $12,625 $0

HRS Demo Mill (5-yr project) $10,000 $10,000

*Preharvest Sprouting Effects on Starch Properties $2,500 $0 

Regional Crop Quality Survey $39,837 $45,000

Specialty Wheat Quality Research Support $15,000 $25,000

Specialty Wheat Quality Research Technician $39,000 $40,000

Technical and Information Services $35,000 $35,000

Wheat Quality -Part Time Assistance $0 $12,500

Wheat Breeding/Genetics  $205,914 $255,951

*Breeding for Leaf Spot Resistance $5,333 $0

Cytogenetics-Scab Resistance $20,000 $30,000

*Developing Durum Wheat w/low Cadmium Uptake $7,631 $0

Durum Breeding $25,000 $40,000

Germplasm Enhancement $20,000 $20,000

Genome Sequencing $30,951 $30,951

Hard Red Spring Wheat Breeding $25,000 $45,000

Harvest/planting equipment (6 yr project) $20,000 $20,000

*Improving Winter Wheat for ND $3,333 $0

*Rapid Introgression of Valuable Traits in HRS $6,666 $0

Speciality Wheat $0 $20,000

White/Specialty Wheat Breeding Technician $42,000 $50,000

Disease/Pest Management $33,000 $21,588

*Disease Resistance $4,000 $0

Orange Wheat Blossom Midge Survey $6,000 $6,588

Sawfly Resistance $23,000 $15,000

Marketing/Economics $57,000 $86,000

Market Development Support $18,000 $18,000

Marketing on Variety Basis $10,000 $0

Marketing Strategies $0 $12,000

Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute $29,000 $34,000

Valuation of GM Traits $0 $22,000

Miscellaneous $60,000 $190,000

Biotech Education WIBC/NAWG $0 $7,000

NCI Pilot Durum Mill $50,000 $100,000

Nitrogen Recalibration for Wheat $10,000 $0

SBARE Matching Contingency $0 $45,000

**Biotech Contingency $0 $38,000

Total $547,376 $773,189

*Checkoff match to grants approved by the Wheat Research Committee of the State Board of 
Agricultural Research and Extension (SBARE).
**Biotech contingency can be used for public/private research projects.

Checkoff  Supported Projects at NDSU
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Promotion at Home
With over 300 million people living 

in the United States, increasing 

wheat consumption is no small 

job. The North Dakota Wheat 

Commission partners with other 

wheat states in supporting the 

Wheat Foods Council, which 

serves as the marketing arm for the 

nation’s wheat industry as well 

as food processors and related 

trade associations. In addition, 

the NDWC conducts a variety of 

activities to promote awareness 

and consumption of wheat foods 

in the state.

A long-standing wheat foods 

tradition is celebrated the fourth 

Saturday in March, Bake & Take 

Day, is a great service-learning 

promotion. The North Dakota Wheat 

Commission annually develops and 

distributes 8,000 recipe brochures 

to 4-H clubs, senior groups and 

others who participate in the event 

by preparing and delivering freshly 

baked wheat foods to neighbors 

and shut-ins.

The Wheat Foods Council 

developed an interactive website, 

How Wheat Works, to educate 

consumers how the food on their 

plate comes to be and why it is an 

important part of a healthy diet.

How Wheat Works is a virtual farm-

to-fork experience built for people 

of all ages that covers all steps 

in the food making process from 

planting and harvesting the wheat 

to milling and producing the food 

consumers find on the grocery 

store shelf.

Fad diets such as the gluten free 

diet continue to gain in popularity 

and it is important to know all the 

facts. Gluten-free products are 

absolutely necessary for those with 

celiac disease or wheat allergies, 

but avoiding gluten, for those 

without intolerance can lead to 

nutrient deficiencies due to the 

elimination of important foods, 

including bread, pasta and many 

cereals. The Wheat Foods Council 

developed an informational sheet, 

Gluten and the Diet, with dietitians 

and other healthcare professionals 

in mind.

The North Dakota Wheat 

Commission continues to celebrate 

National Pasta Month in 

October by providing “Use Your 

Noodle” crossword and trivia 

contests to over 60 newspapers 

and radio stations to focus on the 

importance of the durum industry 

and nutritional benefits of pasta. 

Pasta prizes were provided by 

the NDWC, U.S. Durum Growers 

Association, Dakota Growers Pasta 

and Philadelphia Macaroni. The 

NDWC also participated in World 

Pasta Day events in New York City.

Membership in the National 

Pasta Association provides 

North Dakota the opportunity to 

work with domestic millers, pasta 

manufacturers and other allied 

industries to address issues that 

impact pasta consumption in our 

own home market. Promotional 

activities are taking on a greater 

role with the resurgence of the NPA 

as a single voice for the industry, 

with major companies contributing 

significant money toward 

specialized marketing efforts.

The Wheat Foods Council’s 

World of Pastabilities provides 

information on how pasta is eaten 

in other cuisines, what pasta is 

made from, America’s role in 

global pasta production and 

consumption, pasta’s nutritional 

benefits and is a great source of 

recipes from around the world.
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Financials for July 1 to June 30
 Actual Budget
 FY 2008-09 FY 2009-10

Beginning Balance $2,544,468 $2,932,436

Checkoff collected $3,516,749 $4,816,000

Interest Income $26,370 $25,000

Sales/Miscellaneous $375 $3,700

Total Receipts $6,087,961 $7,777,136

Refunds to Producers $228,000 $385,280

Expenditures $2,927,526 $3,542,179

Ending Balance $2,932,436 $3,849,677

Your Checkoff  Investment at 
Work

Operating Expenditures

FY 2008-09 OPERATING EXPENDITURES
$2,927,526

International Marketing
34% – $1,006,498

Public Information
5% – $158,204

Research and Customer
Service

25% – $728,867

Administration 
8% – $218,173

Domestic Policy
21% – $616,548

Domestic Promotion
5% – $147,314

Trade Policy
2% – $51,922

  Actual Budget
  2008-09 2009-10

Administration $218,173 $298,300
Salaries, Per Diem & Benefits $131,899 $156,000
Travel & Expenses $10,932 $18,000
Equipment, Rents & Rentals $1,469 $10,000
General Operating $73,873 $114,300
International Marketing $1,006,498 $1,076,993
Salaries, Per Diem & Benefits $132,856 $158,693
Travel & Expenses $31,885 $54,900
U.S. Wheat Associates $841,757 $863,400
Trade Policy & Issues $51,922 $214,078
Salaries, Per Diem & Benefits $39,857 $47,608
Travel & Expenses $9,565 $16,470
Legal Counsel $2,500 $100,000
Economic Analysis $0 $50,000
Domestic Policy $616,548 $564,447
Salaries, Per Diem & Benefits $23,914 $28,565
Travel & Expenses $5,739 $9,882
N.D. Grain Growers Association $468,954 $388,080
U.S. Durum Growers Association $102,941 $125,920
Biotech Education WIBC/NAWG  $7,000
NAWG Research Position $15,000 $0
NAWG Website project $0 $5,000
Domestic Promotion $147,314 $173,411
Salaries, Per Diem & Benefits $10,296 $10,761
Travel & Expenses $4,321 $7,200
National Pasta Association $12,500 $17,500
Wheat Foods Council $107,525 $112,200
Postage/Printing/Other Support $12,672 $25,750
Research & Customer Service $728,867 $997,757
Salaries, Per Diem & Benefits $69,085 $82,520
Travel & Expenses $16,580 $28,548
N.D. State University Support
 Disease/Pest Management $14,000 $21,588
 End Use Quality $188,962 $219,650
 Marketing /Economics $57,000 $86,000
 SBARE Matching Contingency $44,463 $45,000
 Wheat Breeding/Genetics $182,951 $255,951
Other Support
 Biotech Research Contingency $0 $38,000
 Consultant Fees & Expenses $1,911 $15,000
 NCI Reconfigure Pilot Mill $50,000 $100,000
 Nitrogen Recalibration for Wheat $10,000 $0
 Northern Crops Institute $50,000 $50,000
 Wheat Marketing Center $10,000 $10,000
 Wheat Quality Council $5,000 $5,000
 Wheat Variety Survey $6,000 $6,500
 Miscellaneous Support $22,915 $34,000
Public Information $158,204 $217,193
Salaries, Per Diem & Benefits $41,706 $53,793
Travel & Expenses $23,664 $45,000
Advertisements $17,177 $25,000
Other Support $11,998 $17,400
Postage (Dakota Gold/Other) $32,154 $41,000
Printing (Dakota Gold/Other) $20,130 $35,000
Producer Communication Survey $11,375 $0

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $2,927,526 $3,542,179
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Board of Commissioners & County Representatives

Harlan Klein, Chairman
District 1, Elgin, ND
District 1 (2008-2012)
Adams ............... Steve Wegner
Billings .................... Loren Bock
Bowman ................ Mark Kelner
Dunn ................. William Flaget
Golden Valley ....... Gary Hardy
Grant ................Harlan Klein   
Hettinger ........David Anderson   
Mercer ..................... Gary Knell   
Morton ..................... Jim Bahm   
Oliver .....................Patrick Doll   
Sioux ..................... Jamie Heid   
Slope ..............Ernie Holzemer   
Stark ..........................Jeff Kuhn

Fran Leiphon, Vice-chairman
District 4, Crary, ND

District 4 (2008-2012)
Benson .......................Phil Volk    
Bottineau ........... Dan Witteman    
McHenry ................ Dave Thom    
Pierce .................... Ken Schaan    
Ramsey ........... Fran Leiphon    
Rolette .................. Paul Overby    
Towner ................ Jeff Teubner 

Louis Kuster
District 2, Stanley, ND
District 2 (2009-2013)
Burke ................Mitch McEvers    
Divide.............. Bruce Verlinde    
McKenzie ............. Don Nelson    
Mountrail ......... Louis Kuster    
Renville .....................Del Gates    
Ward ..................... Bob Finken    
Williams ..........Dustin Johnsrud

Greg Svenningsen
Valley City, ND
District 5 (2009-2013)
Barnes .... Greg Svenningsen
Cass ..................... Todd Ellison    
Dickey ...................Mike Martin    
Griggs ...................David Heinz    
LaMoure .................. John Haro    
Ransom ..............Richard Cavett    
Richland ................. Dave Fixen    
Sargent ...........Doug Askerooth    
Steele .....................Scott Huso    
Traill ..................Miles Evenson

David Clough
District 3, Fessenden, ND
District 3 (2006-2010)
Burleigh ............Blaine Doppler    
Eddy ........................Jeff Topp    
Emmons ........... Tom Bernhardt    
Foster ......... Charles Linderman    
Kidder ................... Tim DeKrey    
Logan ................... Victor Wald    
McIntosh ............... Terry Ulrich    
McLean .................Don Paulson    
Sheridan ........... Dean Steichen    
Stutsman ................ Darron Orr    
Wells .............. David Clough

Brian O’Toole
District 6, Crystal, ND
District 6 (2006-2010)
Cavalier................. Leon Hiltner
Grand Forks ....... Gerald Uglem
Nelson .................... Greg Daws
Pembina ........ Brian O’Toole
Walsh ............... Aaron Kjelland

Bruce Freitag
Commissioner-at-Large
Scranton, ND
Commissioner-at-Large
(2007-2011)

STAFF
Neal Fisher
  .........................Administrator

Jim Peterson
  ................. Marketing Director

Erica Olson
  ...............Marketing Specialist

Becky Christensen
  ...............Account Technician

Jolene Beehler
  .........Administrative Assistant


